
Reservoirs and quarry 
lakes can have strong 
underwater currents 
caused by pipes and 

active pumping 
machinery that you can’t 

see. The water may 
look calm from the 
outside, but under 
the surface, it can 
be a very different 

story.

Reservoirs are very deep, and the 
water doesn’t flow like it does in 
rivers or the sea so the 
temperatures are above an icy 
cold 12 C. Cold enough to 
take your breath away. 
Literally. 

If you or a friend is 
drowning and somebody 
calls 999 immediately.  The 

time it takes to arrive at the 
reservoir means it could already be 

too late. Without specialist 
equipment, you could put yourself 

at even more risk trying to help.

From weeds and plants 
that can entangle you, 
to scrap metal, bottles, 
cans, and broken glass, 
you never know 
what hazards 

could be waiting 
below the water's 

surface. 




